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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 10845 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, EFIN. RH 

SUBJECT: LONRHO SUIT AGAINST 29 OIL COMPANIES 

REFERENCE: (A) LONDON 1992; (B) LONDON 3787; 

(C) STATE 144549 

1 . FCO, AFTER SOME INVESTIGATION. HAS INFORMED US THAT 
THE LONRHO SUIT IS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR A HEARING IN 
THE HIGH COURT. LONRHO ISSUED ITS WRIT AND STATEMENT OF 
CLAIM AGAINST THE COMPANIES ON APRIL 29. THE COURT 
RULED THAT THE DEFENDANTS MUST RESPOND TO THE CLAIM BY 
MAY 28, BUT LEGAL PROCEDURE HERE REQUIRES THAT THE 
DEFENSE SUBMIT ITS INITIAL BRIEF DIRECTLY TO THE 
PLAINTIFFAND NOT TO THE COURT. IT IS THEN UP TO THE 
PLAINTIFFTO REQUEST A HEARING. LONRHO SO FAR HAS NOT 
MADE THIS REQUEST. 

2. THE FCO, IN CONFIDENCE, IS SENDING US A COPY OF 
LONRHO'S STATEMENT OF CLAIM, WHICH WE WILL FORWARD TO 
AF/S FOR PETTERSON. WE SUSPECT THE STATEMENT WILL RE- 
FLECT TINY ROWLAND'S CORRESPONDENCE WITH TRADE SECRETARY 
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OF STATE EDMUND DELL, DESCRIBED IN REFTEL B, COPIES OF 
WHICH WE POUCHED TO AF/S IN MARCH. 

3. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY AND FCO RECORDS, THERE HAVE 
BEEN NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY ANY OF THE COMPANIES. 
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